
Dekalb Christian Home Educators 
Social Studies Fair 

 
 
 
October 1, 2019 
 
Dear Parents,   
 

God created our world and those who inhabit it. He is sovereign over them. He has ordained specific 
institutions such as government and family. The purpose of social studies is to help students understand the world 
around them and how they relate to it. The study of the history, geography, economics, and social structures of 
the world establishes the foundation of responsible citizenship in society. We foster a love for God, for our 
country, and a respect for other cultures in the world God created.  

 
The annual Social Studies Fair provides an opportunity for students to identify the cause and effect of 

historical events; and the role of key people and places.  It enables home school students to present exhibits of 
their work while demonstrating 21st century skills.  Each project should reflect research about people and their 
relationship to their physical and social environment.  The research practices encouraged by the fair are referred 
to as Information Processing Skills in the Georgia Performance Standards.  Students may select a topic from the 
suggested categories or one of their own choosing.  Projects may be entered by individual students or by groups 
of students.  Exhibits will be judged according to the attached guidelines and awarded a ribbon.  The fair will be 
held February 20, 4:30-6:30 p.m., at Crossroads Presbyterian Church 5587 Redan Rd Stone Mountain, GA.  
Please register by emailing your student's name, topic, and grade level to me at penntraining@yahoo.com on or 
before January 1, 2020, if possible.  If you are interested in volunteering to serve, please let me know.  We need 
three judges for each age group (Elementary, Middle School, and High School). 

 
Yours in Christ, 
Althea Penn  
DCHE Social Studies Fair Coordinator 
 
 
 
"All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, O Lord; they will bring glory to your name. 
For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are God."—Psalm 86:9 – 10  

 
 
DCHE Social Studies Fair  
February 20, Crossroads Presbyterian Church setup 4:00 pm, 4:30-6:30 p.m.  

mailto:penntraining@yahoo.com


Social Studies Fair Guidelines 
The student . . . 
. . . Develops a visual and verbal presentation on a selected topic by 
• Selecting a significant topic of study; 
• Gathering and analyzing data; 
• Interpreting findings; and 
• Reporting conclusions. 
 
The parent/teacher . . . 
. . . Uses a variety of instructional techniques for guiding students in understanding social 
studies concepts and research methodology. 
 
The fair . . . 
. . . Improves students’ skills in social studies through 
• Evaluation of student work according to established criteria; and 
• Communication with judges, fair attendees, and their parents. 
. . . Recognizes and rewards students’ academic competence in social studies through 
• Ribbons; 
• Certificates; and 
• Other appropriate recognition. 
. . . Creates public awareness of social studies through 
• Publicity; 
• Displays of exhibits in other places following the fair; and 
• Public attendance at the fair.                                                                       
 
Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  1 Corinthians 10:11 
 



Social Studies Fair Categories 
 
    The following are considered broad topic assignments.  Projects submitted to the Social Studies Fair should fall 
into one of the five following categories:  [Topic Due 010118] 
 
Civics and Government 
The study of the theory and practice of humanity in organizing and controlling the power necessary for group 
living. 
Examples: 
1. Ethics – What role has abortion played in the political party affiliation of Christians? 
2. Government – How did the government structure of Ancient Greece affect the government established by our founding fathers? 
 
Anthropology (People, Places, and Ways of Life) 
The study of humanity’s social needs that necessitate cooperation within and between groups. Anthropology 
includes everything about human development in an environment. 
Examples: 
1. Religion – How has the religion of Islam affected the people of Asia? 
2. Music – When were new instruments added to the orchestra and why? 
 
History 
God’s plan for all that has happened to humanity, a country, a group of people, an institution, a community, etc. 
Examples: 
1. Era – What contributions of the Greeks do we still use today? 
2. Wars – What led us into the Persian Gulf War? How did it lead to current events in Iraq? 
 
Geography 
The study of the earth’s surface, humanity’s utilization of raw materials and resources, and human behavior as 
influenced by location and other geographic features. 
Examples: 
1. Region – How have the Himalayan mountains affected the people along them? 
2. Country – How have the location and landforms of the Middle East led to many wars? 
 
Economics 
The study of the production and exchange of goods produced by humanity. 
Examples: 
1. Resources – How does severe weather affect the economies of island nations in the Caribbean? 
2. Distribution of Goods – How do fresh fruits get to our stores during the winter? 
(Adapted from First German’s Social Studies Fair Student Handbook) 
 
Other topic suggestions: 
Elementary 
Kindergarten                      Community Helpers 
1st Grade                             U. S. Presidents 
2nd Grade                            American Symbols 
3rd Grade                             Famous Americans (especially Christians) 
4th Grade                             United States (individual states) 
5th Grade                             Countries of the World (not the U. S.) 
Middle School 
6th Grade                            Ancient Egypt, Greece, or Rome 
7th Grade                            Civil War 
8th Grade                            Georgia History 
High School 
9th Grade                            Geography  
10th Grade                          Civics ( Supreme Court Decisions and their impact on our lives) 
11th Grade                          American History ( WWI/Roaring 20’s) 
12th Grade                          WWII/Cold War 
 



 
*No animals 
 
Seven reasons for participating in a Social Studies Fair 
1. For parent and student to have a fun learning experience. 
2. For student to recognize that God is involved in history. 
3. For student to develop and foster an interest and knowledge in a specific area. 
4. For students to begin to have an awareness of reporting and research skills. 
5. To help students develop the skills of communication and expression. 
6. To help students incorporate and integrate the skills learned in class. 
7. To help students develop and demonstrate 21st century skills:  
Learning Skills 

• Critical Thinking 
• Creative Thinking 
• Collaborating 
• Communicating 

Literacy Skills 
• Information Literacy 
• Media Literacy 
• Technology Literacy  

Life Skills 
• Flexibility 
• Initiative 
• Social Skills 
• Productivity 
• Leadership 

 
 
 
"All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, O Lord; they will bring glory to your name. 
For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are God."—Psalm 86:9 – 10  



Social Studies Fair Guidelines 
Lower Elementary (Kindergarten-2nd grade) 
The Social Studies Project includes a written report and a display board. Projects 
are to be completed primarily by the student with some parent assistance. Parents may help with 
sentence structure and spelling, but the report should be written in the child’s own words. It is 
not acceptable for a child to copy portions of a book. We recommend using sources that are 
written specifically for children. Many students also include some sort of model/exhibit that helps to illustrate 
their project. The model is usually of great value for the younger children. It gives them something to explain. 
Example: Replica of Indian Village, model or picture of person, or model of invention.  Please submit your topic 
by January 1, 2019 
 
LENGTH (according to ability) K-1st Gr. 100-150 words 2nd Gr. 150-200 words minimum 
GLOSSARY - explain key words or concepts 
BIBLIOGRAPHY - must include at least 3 sources 

• The booklet (3 prong folder) needs to have an attractive, decorated cover done by the student. 
• The booklet needs to be 7-10 pages in length. 
• Each page should consist of at least one picture and one to three sentences telling a fact or giving an 

explanation of the picture.  (optional) 
• All pages should by HANDWRITTEN BY THE STUDENT (typing is optional). 
• Booklets should begin with a title page and include the following: title, name of student, and grade. 
• Be as neat and creative as possible!  Make it exciting!  (Please, do not try to complete the project the week 

before the fair.) 
• Students should create a diorama or other visual to share.  A display board is optional.   

 
Social Studies Fair Guidelines 
Upper Elementary, Middle and High School Students (3rd-12th Grades) 
Total Points Possible: 200 Points 
1.  Please submit your topic by January 1, 2019.   
2.  Research report (100 points) Everything must be typed APA style 6th edition. 
All projects must be accompanied by a research paper of approximately four or five double- spaced typed pages. 
The paper should give the research question/problem being explored, methodology, research findings, and 
conclusions of the project. The summary paper must also include bibliographic references. If direct citations are 
to be used in the summary paper, the proper citations should be included.   
 
Rockdale Public Schools APA Step by Step Guide http://portal.rockdale.k12.ga.us/schools/dms/class/creynolds/APA%20Styling/APA%20Step-by-
step.pdf   
Purdue Online Writing Laboratory http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/  
 

A. Title page(5 points) 
B. Table of Contents (5 points) 

• List the parts of your report (Introduction, background information, etc.) and the page numbers 
where they begin.  (Each topic having its own page.  You’ll have to make this page after the 
others. 

C. Written Report (85 points) 
• Typed, double spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt. font. 

D. Bibliography Page (5 points) 
• At least 3 sources. 
• List the books, articles, pamphlets, and websites, people you talked to, and any other sources 

you used for researching your idea and writing your paper. 
3.  Display Board (80 points) 

• Follow all directions/guidelines given in the requirements page. 
• Include your title in the center of the project and have everything on the board labeled. 
• Small visual aids may be placed on the floor in front of the display board. 
• Be neat, creative, and put a lot of effort and work into the project. 

http://portal.rockdale.k12.ga.us/schools/dms/class/creynolds/APA%20Styling/APA%20Step-by-step.pdf
http://portal.rockdale.k12.ga.us/schools/dms/class/creynolds/APA%20Styling/APA%20Step-by-step.pdf
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/


• Remember:  A copy of your report must be placed in front of the display board.  Do not attach it to the 
board. 

• Addition information is available at the Georgia Social Studies Fair site: (see pp. 35-37)  
http://www.gcss.net/ssfairguide.pdf  

4.  Oral Presentation (20 points) Creativity, Validity, and Effort 
• Make sure your information is thorough and valid. 
• Do not wait until the last minute to begin the project.  It will affect your score greatly. 
• Be prepared to give a 5 minute verbal presentation of your project and/or answer related questions if 

requested by a judge. 
 
 

 
 
Students are cautioned to take great care that they do not intentionally or unintentionally plagiarize any element 
of their project.  Be aware that any ideas, sayings, drawings, pictures, etc., used from another source must be 
properly cited.  Within the typed report, this means having an accurate bibliography.  However, this also includes 
anything placed on the display board.  (For example, pictures printed online or photocopied from books should 
have the web address or book title posted alongside it on the display board.)  If you have any questions regarding 
what constitutes plagiarism, please speak to your parent or English teacher.  Projects will have points deducted 
for unoriginal work.  Judges will look for evidence of student work (age appropriate vocabulary, artwork, and 
display). 
 

http://www.gcss.net/ssfairguide.pdf


Requirements 
1. The information presented should be neither too limited nor too broad. The data should 
be arranged in a clear meaningful way that will create interests and show understanding 
of the subject to others. 
2. CHRISTIAN INTEGRATION: Integrating Biblical Truths into a Social Studies Project is 
more than quoting a Bible verse. It involves finding the relationship between the historical fact or 
event and that verse. Students must be able to read their verse, explain what it means and relate it 
to their topic. Verses are to be included in both the report and placed on the project display 
board. (Note judging sheet)  Every project should have a unifying theme that is explained, proven, and applied to 
today. 
3.  Projects are limited to a space of 24 inches front to back (depth), 48 inches in width 
(when opened), and 60 inches in height. (Additional support equipment may 
be placed under the table, but not at the sides.) Entries will be placed on display tables 
according to class levels (K-2nd, 3rd-5th, and 6-12th) and disciplines. 
4.  If a project includes audio or video recording, slides, computers, or a combination of these audiovisual media, 
the total listening/viewing time may not exceed ten minutes. Audio media should be presented in such a way 
that it is not distracting to its neighboring projects. 
5.  At least one student who worked on the project must be present to interpret the project. Students should be 
prepared to present a five-minute oral overview of the project to the judges. 
6.  An abstract of the project should be included on an index card. Information on the abstract provides a 
succinct description of the project, including the title, statement of problem or question, methodology, and 
conclusion. Students should give this card to the judges at the beginning of the oral interview/presentation. 
7.  The construction of the project must be strong enough to remain intact when moved. Clearly worded 
instructions should be placed on any project requiring special operation. Explanatory matter should be kept to a 
minimum but must be provided by the student as needed. 
8.  Students must be responsible for setting up the project for display and must remove the project at the required 
time.  Please help us to leave the sanctuary better than we find it. 
 
Preparing for the Interview 
Students may prepare for the interview by having teachers or parents practice with them.  Students should be able 
to give a brief overview of the development of their project and should be prepared to answer questions about 
importance of their topic, methodology, sources, research findings, and conclusion. Often judges will ask students 
to explain their reasons for choosing the topic, to evaluate their work (suggest what might be done differently or 
additionally if the student were to do the project again), or to recommend what next steps could or should be 
taken regarding the topic.  (See APPENDIX F) 
 
Awards will be given in the following categories: (K-2nd, 3rd-5th, and 6-12th) [subject to change] 
1. Participation Award – awarded to all students for participating in the social 
studies fair. 
2. Best Research – awarded to the student demonstrating outstanding research on their social studies project. 
3. Best Display – awarded to the student with the best social studies fair display. 
4. Best Presentation – awarded to the student with the best overall presentation of their social studies project in the 
category (K-2nd, 3rd-5th, 6-12th). 



APPENDIX A 
Social Studies Research Preparing Student Projects 
(from the teaching archives of Dr. Glen Blankenship) 

 
I. CHOOSE A TOPIC. 
A. Social Studies Disciplines 
1. ANTHROPOLOGY – People are survivors. 
I am a survivor. 
2. ECONOMICS – People are consumers and producers. 
I am a consumer and producer. 
3. GEOGRAPHY – People are earth dwellers. 
I am an earth dweller. 
4. HISTORY – People are descendants.  
I am a descendant. 
5. POLITICAL SCIENCE – People are citizens. 
I am a citizen. 
6. SOCIOLOGY/SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY – People are members of groups. 
I am a member of many groups. 
– People are individuals. 
I am an individual. 
[Ann Angell, Emory University] 
B. Think of a current topic about which you like to read and study; think of problems you would like to see 
solved. 
C. Look through newspapers, a variety of magazines (Time, Newsweek, U.S. News and World Report, Psychology 
Today, National Geographic, etc.) and other current publications. Read current editorials, listen to radio and 
television news broadcasts. 
D. Brainstorm possible topics. Talk to parents, teachers, and other students about topics that may interest you. 
E. Identify any bias you may have concerning a possible topic. Determine if you can sort through the data and not 
be prejudiced. 
II. FORMULATE AN APPROPRIATE RESEARCH QUESTION. 
A. List ten questions that deal with your topic. 
B. Ask each of these questions about your possible research questions: 
1. Can you do original research on the topic? (preferable) 
2. Is the topic relevant? Will the answer be of any benefit to you or your community? Ask “so 
what?” about the question. 
3. Does the question use words that need to be defined? 
4. Did you avoid questions with “yes” or “no” answers? 
5. Do you already know the answer to the question? (avoid) 
6. Are you biased or prejudiced about the topic? 
7. Will you be able to draw some kind of conclusion to the question? 
8. Can you find information in your community on the topic? 
C. Narrow your list of questions to three. 
1. Discuss the questions with parents, teachers, and friends. 
2. Choose the best research question. 
 
III. DETERMINE THE PURPOSE FOR CHOOSING THE TOPIC AND QUESTION. 
A. Why have you chosen this topic? 
B. Write a paragraph explaining why. 
IV. CHOOSE METHODS OF RESEARCH. 
A. Begin in the Media Center. 
1. Books 
2. Magazines (use the Reader’s Guide) 
3. Newspapers (scan indices for the past several years) 
4. Government Documents 



5. Vertical Files 
B. Choose at least one (preferably 2 or 3) original means of research. 
1. Interviews 
2. Polls 
3. Oral Histories 
4. Case Studies 
5. Questionnaires 
6. Photographs 
7. Movies/Sound Recordings 
8. Experiments/Observations 
9. Maps 
10. Physical Remains (buildings, artifacts, landscapes) 
11. Unpublished Manuscripts (wills, letters, deeds, minutes, diaries, family Bible) 
V. CONDUCT THE RESEARCH. 
A. Devise a timeline. 
B. Keep a daily journal of the progress (both successes and setbacks) of the progress of your research. 
C. Roadblocks may occur during the research process. When they happen, do not quit. Talk with your 
parents/teacher and revise the plan. Not finding an answer may be just as significant as finding one. 
VI. SUMMARIZE THE DATA. 
A. Outlines/Essays 
B. Statistics (in the form of graphs, tables, etc.) 
C. Photography/Diagrams/Drawings 
VII. DRAW A CONCLUSION. 
A. Answer the question using the data collected during the research. The project is of no use if you do not answer 
the question. 
B. Use decision-making charts to help you draw a conclusion. 
VIII. DETERMINE A PRESENTATION FORMAT 
A. Select a format (visual, written, dramatic presentation, audio, etc.) 
B. Use charts, graphs, photographs, drawings, maps, artifacts, diagrams, films, diagrams, political cartoons, 
murals, recordings, slides, videotapes, computers, etc. 
 



APPENDIX B (1) 
New Rubric for 2020 All grade levels 

Name: _________________________________________________   Score: _______________________ 
Oral Presentation Rubric 

 4—Excellent 3—Good 2—Fair 1—Needs 
Improvement 

Delivery 
 

___ points  

•  Holds attention of 
entire audience with 
the use of direct eye 
contact, seldom 
looking at notes  
•  Speaks with 
fluctuation in volume 
and inflection to 
maintain audience 
interest and emphasize 
key points 

•  Consistent use of 
direct eye contact 
with audience, but 
still returns to notes 
•  Speaks with 
satisfactory 
variation of volume 
and inflection  

• Displays minimal 
eye contact with 
audience, while 
reading mostly from 
the notes  
•  Speaks in uneven 
volume with little or 
no inflection 

•  Holds no eye 
contact with 
audience, as 
entire report is 
read from notes  
•  Speaks in low 
volume and/ or 
monotonous tone, 
which causes 
audience to 
disengage 

Content/ 
Organization 

 
___ points 

•  Includes relevant 
scripture that portrays 
a Biblical worldview 
• Demonstrates full 
knowledge by 
answering all class 
questions with 
explanations and 
elaboration •  Provides 
clear purpose and 
subject; pertinent 
examples, facts, and/or 
statistics; supports 
conclusions/ideas with 
evidence 

• Includes a Biblical 
perspective without 
scripture refences 
•  Is at ease with 
expected answers to 
all questions, 
without elaboration •  
Has somewhat clear 
purpose and subject; 
some examples, 
facts, and/or 
statistics that 
support the subject; 
includes some data 
or evidence that 
supports conclusions 

• Does not show how 
God relates to man or 
the course of events 
in history  
•  Is uncomfortable 
with information and 
is able to answer only 
rudimentary 
questions •  Attempts 
to define purpose and 
subject; provides 
weak examples, facts, 
and/ or statistics, 
which do not 
adequately support 
the subject; includes 
very thin data or 
evidence 

•  Does not have 
grasp of 
information and 
cannot answer 
questions about 
subject  
•  Does not clearly 
define subject 
and purpose; 
provides weak or 
no support of 
subject; gives 
insufficient 
support for ideas 
or conclusions 

Enthusiasm/ 
Audience 

Awareness 
 

___ points 

•  Demonstrates strong 
enthusiasm about topic 
during entire 
presentation  
•  Significantly 
increases audience 
understanding and 
knowledge of topic; 
convinces an audience 
to recognize the 
validity and 
importance of the 
subject 

•  Shows some 
enthusiastic feelings 
about topic  
•  Raises audience 
understanding and 
awareness of most 
points 

•  Shows little or 
mixed feelings about 
the topic being 
presented  
•  Raises audience 
understanding and 
knowledge of some 
points 

•  Shows no 
interest in topic 
presented  
•  Fails to increase 
audience 
understanding of 
knowledge of 
topic 

  



Dekalb Christian Home Educators 
 SOCIAL STUDIES FAIR K-2nd RUBRIC  (personal use only 100119) 

 
Student _________________________  Project title____________________________________ 

CRITERIA EXCELLENT 
5 

GOOD 
4 

FAIR 
3 

POOR 
2 

ATTEMPTED 
1 

The exhibit shows attention to detail 
in terms of lettering, organization, 
neatness, layout, etc. 

     

The exhibit is creative and attractive.      
The exhibit effectively addresses the 
question researched in a clear concise 
manner with Bible integration. 

     

Title, purpose, and conclusion are 
clearly stated. Details support topic. 

     

The scripture is applied to the topic in 
the report and exhibit. 

     

The speech is informative and 
interesting. Topic is understandable to 
the audience. 

     

The report includes a glossary and 
bibliography (list of resources) 

     

The presenter stands still, and 
maintains good posture, confidence 
and eye contact. 

     

The presenter is knowledgeable about 
the topic.  The presenter meets the 
time limit of 2-3 minutes. 

     

The presenter speaks clearly and 
loudly. Facial expressions and body 
language generate a strong interest and 
enthusiasm about the project. 

     

 
Totals 

     

Bonus:  Project demonstrates careful editing 
including grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  
Dress or attire that complements presentation. 

     

 

Total ______ x 2 = _______%/100 possible points 

  



APPENDIX B 
Social Studies Fair Score Sheet (personal use only 100119) 

(Judges score each section and circle details needing improvement; star * superlative characteristics.) 
 

II. Paper (maximum 40 points) 
(may be argument or information/explanatory as defined by GADOE social studies literacy standards) 
Statement of research question/problem  (maximum 5 points) (5)   

o precisely stated 
o original or explores new aspect of a topic; appropriate to selected discipline category 
o neither too limited nor too broad 
o establishes local, state, national or international significance of the topic 

     Methodology (maximum 10 points) (10)   
o steps in project development follow the norms/conventions of the discipline 
o social studies process skills are appropriately applied 
o multiple authoritative print, digital, and other primary and secondary sources representing differing points of 

view are explored 
     Research Findings  (maximum 10 points) (10)   

o claims, counterclaims, reasons, evidence (argument) are logically sequenced, 
o or information is organized to build to a unified whole (informative/explanatory) 
o information included is significant, credible, and relevant to the topic 
o information included is fair and thorough; there is sufficient data on which to base conclusion 
o critical thinking in the interpretation, analysis, and evaluation of information/data is evident 
o analysis of primary and/or secondary sources is supported by reference to scripture and data or textual 

evidence in the paper 
o writing effectively communicates the selection, integration, and synthesis of the information 
o plagiarism or overreliance on one source or type of source is avoided 

 
Conclusion (maximum 10 points) (10)   

o answers the question/addresses the problem  
o follows from and supports the argument/ information provided  
o articulates implications or significance of the findings 

Format/Conventions of language (maximum 5 points) 
 

(5)    

o correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling 
o formal style and objective tone 
o use of technology to produce and publish paper 
o bibliography in standard citation format (APA, MLA, Turabian—as assigned by directing teacher) 

 
Section II Total    

I. Oral Interview (maximum 10 
 

(10)   
• inclusion of abstract on index card with concisely-stated research question/problem, 

methodology, bible integration, and conclusion 
• knowledge of the content, discipline-specific vocabulary, and research process used in the development 

of the project 
• confidence, poise and projection 
• reflective and elaborative thinking as to how the research may be extended and refined 

Section I Total    



13     The earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell therein.  Psalm 24:1 

 

III. Display   (maximum 50 points) 
 

Inclusion of Required Research Components on Display Board (maximum 35 points) 
o Research question/problem used in paper (maximum 5 points) (5)    
o Methodology correlated with paper (maximum 10 points) 
o Research findings in the form of, text, charts, graphs, photographs 

(10)   

o videos, maps, other illustrations related to research question/problem (10)   
o Bible reference and integration (maximum 10 points) 
o Conclusion correlated with paper (maximum 10 points) 

 
(10)   

Effectiveness of Display (maximum 10 points) (10)   
o appropriate choice/correct use of media or format for data shown 
o pleasing visual and/or auditory effect 
o conscientiousness of workmanship as manifested by accuracy, neatness and craftsmanship 
o creativity or originality (including the absence of commercially-prepared models) in the 

construction, arrangement, and presentation of the materials 
o display and other media within size/time specifications (48”W X 30”D X 60” H/10 minutes) 

 
Correct Use of Conventions of Language (maximum 5 points) (5)   

o grammar 
o spelling 
o punctuation 

Section III Total    
 
 
Adapted from Georgia Council for the Social Studies 
TOTAL POINTS  (max 100)   
 
Comments:   
 
 

 
 
 

Grade: Discipline: __________________________________ 
 
Title of Exhibit:    
 
 
Student Name(s):  
 
 
Judge: 
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APPENDIX C 
GUIDELINES FOR SELECTING A SOCIAL STUDIES FAIR TOPIC 

(Adapted from Dekalb County Elementary Social Science Fair Handbook and First German’s Social Studies Fair 
Student Handbook) 
I. Avoid topics that are limited. 
A. Example: How many states are in the United States? 
i. A student cannot complete a project on a topic that can be explained in a few words or a 
sentence. 
B. Better Topic: What valuable resources are found in the southern United States? 
II. Avoid topics that are too broad. 
A. Example: What happened during the Civil War? 
i. Topics which are too big make it impossible to find all the information that is needed to cover 
the topic adequately. 
B. Better Topic: What was Atlanta’s role in the Civil War? 
III. Some topics have no available information. 
A. Example: Why did Henry Hudson get into trouble with the crew of his ship? 
i. We often do not know exactly why people did what they did in the past. 
IV. Avoid topics that are confusing because we cannot tell what information is requested. 
A. Example: What do people of Japan like? 
i. We know that the people of Japan may differ in their likes and dislikes. 
B. Better Topic: What are the favorite sports of the people of Japan? 
V. Avoid topics on which people throughout the world cannot agree. 
A. Example: What is the most powerful country in the world? 
i. Your topic should be supported with facts. You should use these facts to form 
your own opinions. 
B. Better Topic: Why might Japan be considered one of the strongest economic powers 
in the world? 
 



15     The earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell therein.  Psalm 24:1 

 

APPENDIX D 
GUIDELINES FOR GATHERING RESEARCH 

(Adapted from First German’s Social Studies Fair Student Handbook) 
 

“In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality.   
But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him.  Acts 10:34-35 

 
I. Formulate a research question. 
A. The question must be related to one or more of the Social Studies Fair project categories. 
(Civics and Government, Anthropology, History, Geography, and Economics) 
II. Get help. 
A. Seek guidance for developing your chosen topic from your teacher(s), parents, and/or 
other resource persons. 
III. Research the topic. 
A. Keep your focus on a social studies rather than investigating it as a natural science. 
B. Identify a biblical principle that applies to the topic. 
i. Example: Nuclear power as a political issue rather than investigating how it works. 
ii.  How a important historical figure was influenced by his/her faith 
IV. Brainstorm possible places to gather information. 
A. Newspapers, magazines, published letters, memos 
B. Unpublished manuscripts (wills, letters, deeds, church minutes, diaries) 
C. Government publications (international, national, state, local) 
D. Publications by private agencies 
E. Physical remains (buildings, battle sites, artifacts) 
F. Oral interviews, polls and questionnaires, photographs, sound recordings, films) 
G. Internet web sites 
V. Consider ways to gather information. 
A. Case studies 
B. Experiments 
C. Observations 
D. Graphic charts 
E. Maps 
F. Surveys 
G. Statistical analysis 
H. Interviews 
VI. Consider ways to show information on the display board. 
A. Artifacts 
B. Charts 
C. Diagrams 
D. Graphs 
E. Historical collections 
F. Maps 
G. Mock-ups/dioramas 
H. Murals 
I. Photographs 
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APPENDIX E 
GUIDELINES FOR CREATING A DISPLAY BOARD 

Display boards are used to show the steps taken to complete the social studies fair project. This 
is a very important part of your project and should be done in an eye-pleasing and eye-catching 
manner, with a splash of showmanship. Your display should attract people to it and provide 
important information that you would want someone to know on your subject. Make it a 
colorful, artistic, and above all, neat and complete display. The following topics must be a part 
of your project display board: 
1. Project title 
2. Question or purpose you set out to answer or accomplish in the project 
3. What was done to find the information 
4. Information that you found 
5. How this information matters today (especially to Christians) 
6. Ideas for further study 
7. Name and grade label 
All of these topics are included in your research report. Be sure to use it for ideas. Neatness, 
creativity, and careful work are graded on your display board along with spelling, grammar, and 
punctuation. 
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APPENDIX F 
GUIDELINES FOR GIVING AN ORAL PRESENTATION 

Giving an oral presentation is the way you will demonstrate for your classmates and teacher your 
knowledge of your topic. This is also a very important part of your project and should be well 
prepared and rehearsed. Oral presentations are not reading of your research report. Rather it is 
an informative speech that engages your peers and teacher in an exciting discussion of your 
topic. Giving a good oral presentation has several components to it. 
1. Eye Contact – looking at your audience as you are speaking to them. Not reading something 
off of a piece of paper, a note card, or a screen. 
2. Volume, Speed, Clarity of Speech – speaking loudly enough for your audience to comfortably 
hear you, speaking at a pace that is easy to understand, and speaking clearly, enunciating your 
words. 
3. Presentation Time – limiting yourself to a brief overview of your subject that provides insight 
into your topic and allows for time at the end for your peers to ask questions. 
4. Poise and Confidence – does not display nervous habits, stands up straight and tall, and shows 
a certain level of comfort in the front of the classroom 
5. Content – demonstrating a knowledge and interest in the topic you studied, its vocabulary, and 
research. 
6. Critical Thinking – an explanation of certain areas that someone may continue studying our 
topic that you did not research. 
7. Practice – begin practicing ahead of time, by yourself at first, then to a family member, then 
until you know your presentation inside and out. 
 
Taking the parts of a good oral presentation, the following are some guidelines for specifically 
discussing a Social Studies topic. The following must be included as a part of your oral 
presentation. 
1. An attention getting beginning that gives a brief introduction of yourself and the title 
of your topic. 
a. This could include asking a question, giving a surprising fact, telling an interesting or 
surprising story, having your audience imagine something, or reciting a famous quotation. 
2. A statement of your project’s purpose. 
a. This is an informative summary that gives your audience an understanding of what you set out 
to accomplish by researching this project and how you went about doing the research. This can 
include an overview of the sources you used to research your topic. 
3. A summary of the content within your project. 
a. This should be the main part of your presentation demonstrating your knowledge of the 
content and vocabulary that you studied by describing each part of your topic clearly in a way 
that your audience can understand and enjoy. 
4. An application of why this topic matters today and ideas for further study. 
a. This conclusion should explain why your topic is important and what are other things you 
could have researched about it. 
b. This may include one last interesting fact or story, a summary of your main  
points, or stating a final idea that for the audiences thoughts. 
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APPENDIX G 
Research paper templates 

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/templates/apa-style-report-6th-edition-TC103982351.aspx 
 
http://www.nclack.k12.or.us/cms/lib6/or01000992/centricity/domain/3926/35_researchpapertem
plate_elementary.pdf 
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/scaffolding-methods-research-
paper-1155.html 
 
http://info.eb.com/training/materials/RSR_BSE.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  Philippians 4:13 
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http://www.nclack.k12.or.us/cms/lib6/or01000992/centricity/domain/3926/35_researchpapertemplate_elementary.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/scaffolding-methods-research-paper-1155.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/scaffolding-methods-research-paper-1155.html
http://info.eb.com/training/materials/RSR_BSE.pdf
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