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Fernbank LINKS Robotics Team 

New Sponsor for BEST Program 
By Deanna Cauthen

I Am Rich
By Deanna Johnson Cauthen

Sometimes I've wondered what it would be like to 

be rich-- I mean, really rich, as in never-have-to-

worry-about-money-again rich. There have been 

occasions, while exiting the highway at Memorial 

Drive, I've glanced up at the ginormous lottery sign 

announcing the mega payoff and I've thought, 

“What would I do with all that money? Would my 

life be better? Would I be happier?” I probably will 

never know because I don't plan on playing, but 

after thinking about it some more, I have 

determined something; I'm already rich.

I am rich because I am the daughter of two 

parents who loved and cherished me. The time, 

energy and resources they poured into me helped 

me to know that I was important to them and that I 

mattered. One of my earliest memories is 

snuggling up with mother on the sofa, at the corner 

closest to the lamp, and listening to her read 

stories to me in the evenings. She encouraged my 

creativity and curiosity and answered my many 

questions, at least most of the time, and this set 

the stage for things to come. She helped me 

believe that I was destined for great things. Even 

after my father died, my mother was faithful to 

finish what was started, and it was her tenacity 

and strength that carried me safely to the shores 

of adulthood.

I am rich because of the legacy of love given to me 

by others who are no longer with us-- people like 

Auntie (That's what we called our Aunt Dianna, my 

mother's twin sister. We had other aunts, but there 

was only one Auntie.) She was the family historian 

and since she had no children of her own, she was 

always there to fill in the gap for me and my 

siblings while we were growing up. Now I’m the 

family historian and I am proud to be her 

namesake. 

I am rich because I’m blessed to be married to a 

left brained-right brained kind of guy--you know 

the type, well learned, intelligent and creative, but 

practical and hands-on. -Continued on page 7-

The Fernbank LINKS Robotics team which include 

several students from DCHE, has become the new 

sponsor for the BEST Robotics program.

The Boosting Engineering, Science, and 

Technology program otherwise known as BEST, is 

a middle and high school robotics competition 

whose mission is to engage and excite students 

about engineering, science, and technology as well 

as inspire them to pursue careers in these fields.

Each fall, over 850 middle and high schools and 

over 18,000 students participate in the competition. 

Teams have six weeks, to design and build a 

functioning machine that can perform certain, 

specific tasks in three minutes.

“BEST Robotics has been a key part of my 

programs at Fernbank Science Center and DeKalb 

County Schools. My students have competed every 

year since 2004, and they absolutely love BEST”, 

said Dr. Debi Huffman, director of the BEST Atlanta 

Hub.
-Continued on page 2-
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Interested in joining DeKalb Christian Home 

Educators?  Visit our website at 

http://www.dchehomeschool.org/ or email meeting 

coordinator Michelle Shaw at michelleas@aol.com

DeKalb Christian Home 
Educator Upcoming Events

College Panel - Friday, December 18
Christmas Party - Saturday, December 19

Teen Christmas Party- Saturday, December 11
Spelling Bee - Friday, January 15, 2016

DCHE Weekend Couple’s Retreat –

February 12-14

continued from page 1

“My alumni were propelled into action as soon 

as they heard that the Georgia hub was not 

going to operate this year. [They] and the 

current team contacted me about the possibility 

of hosting the GA BEST Hub instead of 

competing. We discussed it at length, and 

decided to actively pursue making this 

happen”, continued Dr. Huffman. 

According to their website, BEST:

•is a non-profit, volunteer-based organization

•allows schools to participate at no cost -- there 

is no fee.

•lets any school participate regardless of 

socioeconomic status, size, or location. Public, 

private, and homeschool groups or 

organizations (that is, not individual families) 

are welcomed to participate

•encourages students to be the primary 

participants and benefactors. Students perform 

all of the work; mentors serve as guides and 

advisors

•has engineers and other technical 

professionals from local industries serve as 

team mentors

•has over 3500 volunteers that help run the 

local competitions and regional championships 

by serving as event personnel, judges, and 

team mentors

The kick-off for the build season was 

September 12th. This year’s competition took 

place at Pope High School in Marietta. For 

more information, visit http://www.bestinc.org/

Mission Statement

The mission of the DeKalb Christian Home 
Educators is to provide Christ-centered support to 
the entire home schooling family. To this end we 

endeavor to: Gather for mutual support and 
encouragement, share our resources, skills, 

experience, questions, and problems, discover 
opportunities for teacher training and extracurricular 

activities, present a unified voice in the legal and 
political arenas. 

DCHE Board Members

Michelle Shaw, Meeting Coordinator, New Member 
Coordinator

Shanna Smith, Assistant Meeting Coordinator

Fran Bosley, Secretary, Telephone Coordinator

Sheila Reid, Treasurer

Marilyn Lewis, Assistant Treasurer

Deanna Cauthen, Newsletter Editor, Website 
Coordinator

Jeannetta Champion, Email Coordinator

Thomas Bosley, College Prep Coordinator

VACANT, Legislative Liaison

Shanna Smith, Sunshine Committee Coordinator

Adelle Telford, Field Trip Coordinator

Jemey Martin, 4-9 Activities Coordinator

Andrew Cauthen, Teen Activities Coordinator

Jeri Austin, Community Service Coordinator

http://www.bestinc.org/


DCHE Annual Spelling Bee 

When: Friday, January 15, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Where: Crossroads Presbyterian Church 

5587 Redan Rd, Stone Mountain, GA

DeKalb Christian Home Educators will host the 

school level spelling bee sponsored by Scripps 

National Spelling Bee. Participants must be 

in grades 1-8 and be members of DCHE.

To register to participate in the Spelling Bee or 

volunteer to assist in judging the Bee, please 

contact Althea Penn at 

penntraining@yahoo.com with your child’s 

name, age, and grade level on or before 

December 1, 2015. A practice word list will be 

provided upon registration.

DCHE Annual Social Studies Fair

When: February 19, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Where: Crossroads Presbyterian Church 

5587 Redan Road, Stone Mountain

The annual Social Studies Fair provides an 

opportunity for students to identify the cause 

and effect of historical events; and the role of 

key people and places. It enables home 

school students to present exhibits of their 

work while demonstrating 21st century 

skills. Each project should reflect research 

about people and their relationship to their 

physical and social environment.

Please register by emailing your student's 

name and grade level to Althea Penn at 

penntraining@yahoo.com.

Come Celebrate the 
Christmas Holidays !!

Who: Ages 13 and up

When: Friday, December 11th

Time: 6:30-8:30pm

Where: Grace Church for All Nations

650 Rowland Road, Stone Mountain

Cost: $5.00 per child

As a part of the evening activities, we will be doing a 

‘White Elephant’ gift exchange.  Each student is also 

asked to bring a wrapped gift valued at 

approximately $5.00.

To RSVP, contact Andrew at acauthen3@gmail.com

no later than Friday, December 4th.

The DCHE Teens are going to the 

Cagle’s Diary Farm for a Corn Maze Activity

Saturday, November 14 @ 4:00pm

Cost: $15.00 per student

Register by November 12th

To register, email Andrew 

at acauthen3@gmail.com.



Christmas at Callanwolde

With everything that Callanwolde has to offer this 

holiday season, your whole family can share in 

the magic of Christmas at Callanwolde. Events 

and tours of the estate are happening every day, 

so there is always something to delight and 

entertain at Atlanta’s Christmas Destination. 

When: November 30 through December 15

Weekdays: 11am – 7pm; Saturdays: 9am – 4pm; 

Sundays: 9am – 4pm

General Admission Tickets

$20 per person $15 for groups of 20 or more. 

Please call in advance to reserve: 404-872-5338

DeKalb Recreation, Parks & Cultural 

Affairs Coat Drive

The Department of Recreation, Parks & Cultural 

Affairs is currently accepting new or gently used 

coats for its coat drive now until Friday, 

December 11, 2015.

Drop off new or gently used coats to a DeKalb 

County recreation centers (for a complete list of 

DeKalb County Recreation Centers, visit 

http://www.co.dekalb.ga.us/parks/pr-recreation-

centers.html). The Porter Sanford III Performing 

Arts & Community Center located at 3181 

Rainbow Drive in Decatur  and the Main Office of 

the Department of Recreation located in the 

Maloof Bldg., 1300 Commerce Drive, Decatur, 

GA 30030 will be open for donations Monday 

through Friday from 1-5 p.m.  

For more information, call LaShanda Davis, 

Public Education Specialist, at 404- 371-3643.

DCHE Weekend 

Couple’s Retreat

Come and join us for a relaxing weekend 

of fun, food and fellowship!!

Where: Lake Junaluska, NC

When: February 12-14 , 2016

Approximate Cost: $180 per couple

*(This does not include food or 

transportation.)

A $80.00 deposit is required to register. 

Deposit due by December 15th. For more 

information, contact Deanna Cauthen at 

dzstories@yahoo.com.  For more info 

about Lake Junaluska, visit their website 

at http://www.lakejunaluska.com/.

mailto:dzstories@yahoo.com


Tools for the Trade 

Those Clumsy Middle-school Years 
By Cynthia Tobias and Sue Acuña (A Reprint from Focus on the Family.com)

I once met a sixth-grade teacher who had a great idea. Why not make the classroom warmer and 

more inviting by using table lamps instead of relying on the harsh overheard lights in the classroom? 

So Mrs. Baker purchased two ceramic lamps. She placed one on the corner of her desk and the other 

on a counter across the room from the first. 

When the principal asked about the lamps, she told him, “The first died when a student caught the 

cord with his foot, sending it smashing to the floor. The second met a similar fate when a student’s 

elbow caused it to fly off the counter. I no longer have lamps of any kind in my room.”

Your tweens are at the age where you as parents must once again guard the valuable or fragile 

possessions in your home. Welcome to the awkward and often clumsy middle-school years.

Their curiosity

At this stage, kids have almost the same raging curiosity they had when they were toddlers. "What's 

this?" they say as they grab for the delicate object that catches their eye. They squeeze, shake and 

fiddle with items in order to explore and discover. 

This curiosity 2.0 wouldn’t be such a big deal if it didn’t come with a matching dose of clumsiness. 

Middle schoolers drop things, knock them over and crash into them on a regular basis. When kids hit 

a growth spurt, some parts of their bodies get ahead of other parts. It begins in their hands and feet, a 

bit like it does with puppies. The arms and legs soon follow, and then the torso stretches. 

One researcher found that adolescents can grow as much as half an inch in 24 hours — so they can 

literally wake up with new hands and feet. (If you want to experience how difficult that makes life, try 

spending tomorrow in oversized gloves and shoes.)

Lessen the humiliation

As a parent, you may find this new clumsiness merely disconcerting — but your middle schooler is 

absolutely mortified. It’s best if you simply try not to notice. Indeed, you’ll be a hero if you can 

anonymously help middle schoolers avoid situations that will make them look awkward or embarrass 

themselves. 

When they’re not looking, move soda cups away from the edge of the table (and flailing elbows). Also, 

sit at the end of the row in church or a movie theater to minimize the number of people they have to 

climb over. You can’t prevent every accident — sometimes they appear to trip over their own 

shadows — but whatever you can do to lessen the chance of public humiliation will be helpful. 

Preserve dignity

Avoid drawing attention to your middle schooler's clumsiness. You can’t laugh with middle schoolers 

because they’re too busy squirming with embarrassment to laugh at themselves. And never discuss 

their new awkwardness in front of them, especially with other adults around. Do whatever you can to 

help preserve their dignity, even if that means resisting the urge to ask if they’re OK. It doesn’t take 

much to make your child feel self-conscious, and being able to save face is everything in their world.

Cynthia Ulrich Tobias is a best-selling author and a popular presenter at workshops and seminars.

Sue Acuña is a veteran middle-school teacher. 

http://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/schoolage-children/clumsy-middle-school-years


Student Spotlights

Pictures from the DCHE/GYM Kick-Off Party 

September 2015



I smile sometimes when I look at him standing at the podium on Sunday mornings delivering a word to the 

congregation, or I catch a glimpse of him on television interviewing an important politician because I know 

that the same man who prays those beautiful prayers and writes and edits the newspaper stories, is the 

same man who will come home and wash and fold a load of laundry. My point is, he's not just a talker, but 

a doer. He has a servant's heart and he lives it out each day in our home and I am deeply satisfied 

because I know that, this time, I chose well.

I am rich every time I hold my granddaughter and her little brothers in my arms and they cover me with 

hugs and kisses and tell me that they love me. And when sweet, little Bryce prays his prayers at night, 

thanking God that we have chosen to be his grandma and grandpa too, my heart is full and my cup 

runneth over.

I am rich because I have finally reached a point where I am comfortable in my own skin and although I 

would prefer to be a size four instead of a fourteen I am happy, healthy and whole and grateful to be the 

me I am today.

I am rich because I’ve been blessed with the gift of children. The love and the life lessons that I’ve 

learned as a result of motherhood far outweighed the duties and sacrifices. Choosing to be a mother and 

to care for four other human beings has challenged me to give of myself in ways I never would have had I 

not chosen to become a parent, but the paradox is, that in giving, I received. They helped me to grow up 

and I am a better person because of them.

I am rich because of the beautiful friendships I enjoy with the many women God has placed in my life over 

the years. Some are older, some are younger and there are those who I’ve known longer, but I share a 

camaraderie with them all. I feel emotionally and spiritually nourished when I can talk with trusted women 

friends about the issues that matter most to me. Yes, there are those times when a little gossip is 

involved, but most of the time we're exchanging words of encouragement and practical advice and I'm 

glad to be a part of such a wonderful sisterhood. 

I am rich because I am a sibling and auntie to a host of brothers and sisters, nieces and nephews, both 

biologically and by-law. Although we only see each other a few times a year, coming together to celebrate 

birthdays and holidays and other special occasions is a wonderful reminder that I am in relationships with 

people with whom I share common history. This helps me to feel rooted and grounded. 

I am rich because I have been able to tap into my God-given gifts and I operate with a sense of purpose. 

Whether it’s writing stories for the paper, singing a solo for church service, using my marketing/PR skills 

to organize an event, homeschooling my daughter, or cooking a good meal for my family, I know that 

what I do makes a difference and that gives me fulfillment. 

I am rich because I belong to a church family who loves and cares about me. When I first came to Grace 

20 years ago, I was on the brink of divorce and about to be a single mom with three children. I was 

hurting and I was scared, but they immediately embraced me and began to help me in practical ways. 

They invited me to eat in their homes, talk at their kitchen tables, and on occasion even sleep in their 

beds. Over time, I began to realize that I was connected to a large, diverse spiritual family. Because of 

their consistent love, I was able to grow and develop in my Christian walk and now I’m a part of the 

leadership of this church and I am able to give back and help others in the same way they helped me. 

The best part is, that when it's all said and done, we're going to spend eternity together.

I am rich because I’ve finally chosen to believe that God is for me and not against me and that he’s not 

mad or out to get me. I serve a happy God who delights in me and who wants me to delight myself in him. 

It's taken me awhile to realize this, but knowing this increases my love for my Creator.

Now, if someone wants to give me a few million dollars, I will take it and run, but even if that never 

happens, it’s okay because I’m already rich.

Continued from page 1



-The DCHE Market Place

A Custom Decorating Service and Sewing Instruction Center

Custom decorating services include:

Custom Bedding and Pillows

Custom Window Treatments

Accessories

Upholstery and more…

Sewing classes include:

Beginner, Crafts, Window Valances and Home Décor classes starting at $25.00

Classes fill up quickly, so reserve your space promptly!

For more information, call (678) 595-6337 or visit the AndSoOn website at 

http://andsewon.biz/sewing-classes. You may also email Dovie Ferguson at 

andsewon.co@gmail.com. 

http://andsewon.biz/sewing-classes

